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THE WINCHESTER cEME-
- TERY. ASSOCIATION -

(thncu fmm the article by

R. S, Drake in the La Grange

Journal, of thelgvent Aprll g,
31)

The Winchester- Cemeuary
Assoctation which meets here
today had its years
ago. On March 17, 1881, a
group of the ecarly residents
of Wiochester met and perfect.
ol an organization to revare
and maintain  this of
ground for the purpose of bury-
ing their dead, and, as much
a5 is possible, of keeping afresh
the memory of ﬁleh' departed
‘{loved ones.

Records that luve-coma down
|10 us from that time are bare of
detafl. We find in them little
{beyond meager facts of mem-
bership and  incumbencies;
{names, many of which are un-
| fa to all but the oldest
f members of the present day.

Nevertheless in those records
obligations«  well
able as the passage of time;
the business of living passes
down frdm generation to gene-
mtion; foundations laid by the

sOns,

the Cemetery Xssoclation. Of
the forty-four charter mem-
\bers only three remain, and it
may be said that the work be-
gun by those first members has
Hdevolved u
tion. That-the organization has
continued thmugh those fifty
years, that the chain has not
been broken, is a tribute to the
successive memberships not to
be atgmented by
flowery prifse.

Change in this world is inevit- |

Ihﬂm's are buildeéd upom by the |
and their sons in turmn
build on. It has been so with |

& jater genera. |

!
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‘| we have evidence of duty and |
fulfilled.

Ltory plot.given by Colonel Tho-
{mias, and they formed a t
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~This pbt of ground was nud'
for *burfal purposes mveral

jyears before an organization

Was formed to care for it as.a|
cammunity eemetary Colonel

AINdthan Thomas donated the

land enclosed by the present
fencing at some time prior to

11871, and ft is said that thel

first funernl herp was that of |

JElijali Sims, born 1812, dled]
11871 His grave, . marked by al

simple, broken, head-stone, is|
an the vast side of the cemetery,
and Is probably the oldest here. |
hny 1880 the first sten towand!
establishing a_cemetery organi-
zation for the town of Winches-
ter was taken, In that year
Dr. and Mrs. R. A. Christian
jmade plans to establish an or-
ganizationto care for the come-

rary organition with Miss-Pallie
Young, now Mrs, Dale .of
Georgetown, as president; Mrs:
M. E. Wilkes as treasurer, and
Miss Jonnie Verndery as secre-
tary. Miss Verdery, . hetter
known at the present time as
Mrs, . S, Gates, 18 now the
only resid charter of
the Association. Mrs. S. A, Mo-
Collum, nee Young, or Mason,
Texas, and Mrs, Pallie Young
Dale of Georgetown, afe the
ggh other living chur:er mem-

On March 'la. 1881 ‘the ear-
lier plans of -and Mrs,
Christinn came to" fruition in
the forming of.a permanent or-|
ganization with a constitution

- | true to the trust of the Associ-

the most

| not decreased his efficlency. He

md tokhslve originat
ng Green, Kentucky,
»mothe’r Southern state came’
Jthe plans of the lots and drives.
From her former home, Flo-

l-‘rom

1

Alabama, Miss quo‘
‘secured them,

CaThe surveying w;ls ﬂ;i:ne :,yl
iptain er W a
Mr. Jones Bishop. Sqme twen-
ty years ago the Ahsodatlon re-1

coived from the estate of Mr.
Clint Thomas, son of Colond
Nathan Thomas, an additional
tract extending from the pre-
sent South fence to the public’
road.

The Assoclnuon as origmnlly
planned was wholly a women’s
organization, throughout
its existence men of the com-
munity  have takén a whole-
hearted interest in the affairs,

‘holding menthership
dues, and at all times being
‘willing and ready to assist in
every way. - For a long time
Mr. Clint Thomas served as
treasurer, and succeeding mm'
at his death, Mr. Sam F. Drake
has served in'the same capacity. |
In the be; it was custo-
Mary for the members to do the
actual work of cleaning the
graves and drives, with the oc- i
casional assistance of hired wl
borers.” The account book of
the first treasurer, Miss Bessle!
Posey, is still in possession of |
the Aslochﬂnn. and in it is rec-:
orded " in fine oll-fashioned’
handwriting the records of
monies spent in hiring lnborets,l
in purchasing and planting’
trees. and of  entertainments/
given to ralse money. In latcr‘

ren ce,.
Posey

. | years the Association s em-,

ed a sexton. A servitor of
1o ‘standing as sexton, for
| thirty-six years, & Mr. Henry
Stancke. Mr. Staacke has been

ation, and advancing age has

was In comlﬂnt& charge of p{re-

ﬂustr). and for_t
dead e burfed 1
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